
 
 

BANFF SPARK RECEIVES ADDITIONAL FUNDING FROM GOVERNMENT OF 
CANADA FOR COVID-19 RELIEF PROGRAM  

 
Supported by the Women Entrepreneurship Strategy, up to 100 women-owned businesses 

will receive programming and resources for COVID-19 recovery 
 
TORONTO, October 26, 2020 — The BANFF Spark Accelerator for Women in the Business 
of Media is pleased to announce it has received additional funding through the Government of 
Canada’s Women Entrepreneurship Strategy (WES) to support women entrepreneurs through the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
BANFF Spark received an initial federal funding commitment of more than $1.9 million through 
WES to create a unique, multi-year program to address the systemic gender gap in ownership 
roles of companies of scale within Canada's media industry. As part of the government’s 
commitment to supporting women entrepreneurs through the COVID-19 pandemic, this project 
is receiving an additional $275,000–bringing total federal funding to more than $2.2 million for 
the initiative, which will serve up to 200 women-owned companies over four cohorts in the 
coming years. 
 
BANFF Spark’s core program provides a tailored business planning curriculum, mentorship, and 
access to potential strategic business partners to participating women from Ontario, Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia.  
 
With the additional federal funding, BANFF Spark will provide the 100 participants currently 
taking part in the program with tailored programming, training, and resources to address both 
immediate and long-term strategies for tackling business challenges associated with the current 
pandemic.  
 
“Women in the workforce have been disproportionately affected by the ongoing pandemic, and 
this increased support will enable BANFF Spark to address the urgent and unprecedented effects 
that COVID-19 is having on our participants’ businesses,” said Jenn Kuzmyk, Executive 
Director of the Banff World Media Festival. “A dedicated stream of recovery programming and 
tailored resources will equip these women business owners, who represent some of the country’s 

 



 

most impressive and promising media companies, to navigate and sustain operations during this 
period of uncertainty, as well as prepare their businesses for a post-pandemic landscape.” 
 
The additional programming and resources will roll out in the coming months, and will include 
practical workshops with industry experts and advisors; a database and networking platform; as 
well as a comprehensive COVID-19 special report and guide. 
 
Over the course of three years, BANFF Spark will support up to 200 women entrepreneurs with 
the goal of advancing gender equality across the media sector and bolstering the economic 
success of all women. With a strong mandate to champion diversity at its core, the program is 
especially designed to empower women of colour, Indigenous women, women with disabilities, 
LGBTQ2+ women, and non-binary individuals. 
 
 CLICK HERE  to see the professional bios of all 100 current BANFF Spark participants.  
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NOTE TO EDITORS: 
  
For more information, please contact: 
Shanaaz Berment 
Manager, Special Programs, Banff World Media Festival 
416 408 2300 x279 
sberment@brunico.com 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/brunicoawards/pb/SPARK/UqoWiWM7SPqxqGZfBo8i_Spark_ParticipantPackage-rev2-HR.pdf


 

 
About BANFF Spark 
Supported by The Government of Canada’s Women Entrepreneurship Strategy and the Banff 
World Media Festival, BANFF Spark offers training, mentorship, and market access to women 
entrepreneurs in the screen and media industries. The program has a strong mandate to champion 
diversity at its core and is designed to advance gender equality across the media sector, 
bolstering the economic success of all women, including women of colour, Indigenous women, 
women with disabilities, LGBTQ2+ women, and non-binary individuals. It is open to applicants 
from Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia who are ready to grow or 
launch their own businesses in the screen-based industries. 

 
For more information about the BANFF Spark Accelerator for Women in the Business of Media, 
please contact: banfffellowships@brunico.com 

 
For more information about the Banff World Media Festival, please visit: 
www.banffmediafestival.com  
 
About the Government of Canada’s Women Entrepreneurship Strategy 
The Government of Canada is committed to advancing gender equality, women's economic 
empowerment and supporting women entrepreneurs through the Women Entrepreneurship 
Strategy (WES), a $2-billion investment that seeks to double the number of women-owned 
businesses by 2025. In May 2020, the Government of Canada announced it will provide $15 
million in additional funding to support women entrepreneurs through the WES. This money will 
go directly to select organizations that are currently WES Ecosystem Fund recipients and will 
help women entrepreneurs through the COVID-19 pandemic. 
  
For more information on the Women Entrepreneurship Strategy, visit:  
https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/107.nsf/eng/home  
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.banffmediafestival.com/
https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/107.nsf/eng/home

